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Will you pay to park at NECC ? Writing for your life 


NECC Student 
Affairs will meet on 
March 27 to have 
questions answered 


By Mary ELLEN 
D’ ANGELO-LOMBARI 
Editor-in-Chief 


A draft document containing the 
NECC logo and titled Public Safety-& 
Security at Northern — Essex 
Community College was distributed to 
the NECC Student Senate for their 
consideration. 

This document outlines parking 
policies and procedures including fees, 
handicap parking, visitor parking, stu- 
dent parking registration, parking area 
assignments, damage or theft, aban- 
donment and towing, billing for viola- 
tions, operating under the influence, 
personal safety tips, preventing auto 
theft and the new jumpstart policy. 


Some of the main points from the 
document are as follows: 


Parking Policy 


1. _All motor vehicles parked 
on NECC lots must be registered with 
Public Safety and Security and must 

isplay a current NECC parking stick- 
er. 

2. A speed limit of 15 MPH 
will be established. 

3. It is the college's intent to 
establish and promote walking cam- 
puses while providing appropriate 
parking for students, faculty, staff and 
visitors. 

4. Any vehicle parked in a fire 
lane, reserved handicapped space or 
overnight without notice will be ticket- 
ed or booted without waming at the 
Owner's expense. 


Haverhill Campus - All vehicles 
without stickers will park in the Hartleb 
Technology Center Parking Lot. 


Lawrence Campus - All vehicles 
without stickers will park at the 
Lawrence Buckley Garage. Visitors to 
the Allied Health Center Building may 
park in one of the eight metered spaces 
at the Registry of Deeds Parking Lot. 


Riverwalk Campus - NECC 
students are required to have parking 
stickers. 


Parking Fees 


Photo by Michele Simon 


Obed Sanchez, student, Analiuz Garcia, coordi- 
nator of Student Engagement activities in 
Lawrence and Eliara Aquino, student, at the 
International Festival on March 1 in the Sports 
and Fitness Center. Obed liked the Quipes best. 
Eliara liked the tomato and pepper salad. 


parking policy. 


Handicap Parking 


1. All vehicles using handicap 
parking spaces require a state issued 
permit and an NECC stickers. 


Visitor Parking 


Haverhill Campus - All visitors 
will park in the Hartleb Technology 
parking lot. available. 


Lawrence Campus - All visitors 
will park at the Lawrence Buckley 
Garage, or at one of eight metered 
spaces at the Registry of Deeds Lot, if 
available. 


Continued on Page 3 


photo by Mary Ellen 


Liz Nofziger talks with staff, students, press and 
the public at her opening reception in the 
ArtSpace at the Bentley Library on the Haverhill 
campus. Behind her is her site-based installation, 
a precariously built art sculpture made up entirely 
of chairs. Story on page 6. 


Writing a scholarship 
or college application 
essay could make a 
huge difference in 
students lives 


By MICHELE SIMON 
Photojournalist 


It's that time of year again 
when college transfer applications 
and scholarship deadlines, includ- 
ing NECC's, are looming. When it 
comes time to transfer, writing 
essays may sometimes mean the 
difference between going to a 
state college or a competitive Ivy 
League college. It can also mean 
the difference in getting thou- 
sands of dollars of scholarship 
money and possibly getting the 
rest of your education paid for. 
With so much pressure to succeed 
how is it possible to write the per- 
fect essay? 

Writing is something that 
every college student must do 
regardless of his or her degree, 
but even the best writers often 
struggle with perfecting their 


— 


D’Angelo-Lombari 


March 1. 


writing. Waiting until the deadline 
may be too late to craft a powerful 
essay that could make a huge dif- 
ference in your life. 

The first step is to take charge 
of getting the essays done, and 
getting the needed help. 

Asking for help is not a bad 
thing when it comes to writing 
winning scholarship and college 
application essays. No matter how 
great a writer you are having 
someone else read your essay can 
be a wise decision. Even profes- 
sional writers have editors that 
proof read their work for common 
mistaken words and other gram- 
mar. 

There are many sources of 
help to turn to such as; tutoring 
centers, workshops such as the 
recent Scholarship Essay Writing 
workshop at NECC, books, and 
informational articles to help 
write essays. 

A good way to begin is to 
break the process into smaller 
steps. Start first by creating lists. 
You don't want to have one of 
those moments when you hit sub- 
mit for a common application or 
an important scholarship and real- 
ize you left out your most impor- 
tant award or selling point. 


Continued on Page 7 
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One of the Asociacion Carnavalesca 
de MA "Limping Devils" dancers that 
performed at the International Festival 
in the Sports and Fitness Center 


Page 2 NECC Observer Mar. 27, 2013 


Do we really need the boot? 


In Boston and other metropolitan 
areas, when you don't pay your park- 
ing tickets, the city clamps a boot on 
your vehicle tire. At that point, your 
car isn't going anywhere until those 
tickets are paid, unless you want to 
incur thousands of dollars in damages 
to your vehicle by trying to move it 
without removing the boot. 

The Public Safety & Security 
department at NECC has drafted a 
proposal outlining parking policies 
and procedures, including paid park- 
ing, vehicle identification § stickers, 
parking tickets, a schedule of fines and 
late fees, assigned parking, towing, 
and yes, the use of a boot, as deemed 
necessary by the PSS department. 
This plan, if put into place, will affect 
students, faculty and staff. 

PSS says the reason for a new pol- 
icy is school safety. Ensuring that 
vehicles parked on NECC campuses 
actually belong on campus is an 
important part of that safety. 

But this proposal raises more 
questions than it answers. The biggest 
question is, will the extra time, aggra- 
vation and money associated with 
implementing and maintaining this 
parking policy be worth the trade-off 


for some potential public safety? 

Here are some other questions: 

* Why did NECC choose this as 
the next step in their public safety 
plan? 

+ Have other community colleges 
successfully implemented similar 
parking policies and had documented 
success in keeping their campus safer? 
If so, where? 

* How would we measure the 
success of this kind of program? 

* What steps have other commu- 
nity colleges taken that have succeed- 
ed in keeping the campus safe? 

¢ With so much additional parking 
outside both Lawrence and Haverhill 
campuses, wouldn't it be easy for 
someone who does not belong at 
NECC to park off campus and walk 
in? 

* How much is implementing and 
maintaining this policy going to cost 
the college? 

* The fees being proposed will not 
cover these costs. Where will the 
money come from to pay for all this 
safety? 

+ With a one percent budget cut for 
NECC next year, will we need to cut 
programs to fund the policy? 

+ Will any programs at NECC be 
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cut to provide the necessary funding? 

* Will we quickly need to triple the 
fees for a sticker to cover the cost of 
building parking kiosks and adding 
secunty staff to man them? 

+ Are we applying the same stan- 
dard to this program as we do to any 
new program at NECC to prove itself 
to be cost effective? 

+ Are there any other steps we can 
take to insure safety that do not have 
such a high price tag, both initially and 
every year after that? 

* What are the steps for moving 
this proposed policy to a reality? 

* Where are we on that staircase? 

* Is this a done deal because the 
process has come this far, or do the 
students, faculty and staff have some 
input into whether they want to trade 
their time, aggravation and money for 
some potential safety? 

* Do we understand correctly that 
the Student Senate has given their 
okay to this policy? 

* According to the Student Senate 
web page, “The goal of the Senate is 
to seek out and address the concerns 
of the student body on both campus- 
es.” How did the Student Senate go 
about seeking out the opinions and 
concems of the student body concem- 
ing this issue? 

* What was the consensus of stu- 
dents conceming this issue on the 
Haverhill campus? On the Lawrence 
campus? 

+ Did the Senate address the con- 
cems of the student body when they 


PxHoTo BY MicHELE SIMON 


Acar parked on Common Street in Lawrence dis- 
plays a ticket on the front windshield. If the proposed 
NECC parking policies and procedures pass you may 
see vehicles on NECC properties without valid park- 
ing stickers displaying tickets on their windshields. 


gave this policy their okay? 

+ Ifa student wanted to contact the 
Student Senate through the web page 
because they were not able to attend a 
meeting, would they feel comfortable 
sending in a controversial opinion to 
this email provided, 
engagement(@necc.mass.edu, which 
is the same one provided for a variety 
of other clubs? 

* How accessible is the Student 


Senate to a student who wants to 
express an opinion or concem if there 
is not a direct email toa member of the 
Senate? 

We would like to see these ques- 
tions adequately answered and alter- 
native safety protocols thoroughly 
investigated before a decision con- 
cerning the proposed parking policy is 
made. 
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How would you feel about a parking fee? 


JOSEPHINE SEBAGISHA 


ELISA STRANGIE- COLLEEN SHEENY 


Have you taken or are currently taking Journalism | and would like to be on 
BROWN 


staff? Then submit your resume to observer@necc.mass.edu. 
“T think it’s reasonable, 
but it shouldn’t be too 
much.” 


“T dont think it’s a good 
idea to pay to park.” 


“ T wouldn’t be happy.” 
Publication schedule 


Issue Publication Date Ad/Copy Deadline 


#14 Interviews and Photos by Ashlee Rose Ferrante 
#15 
#16 


April 5 
April 19 
May 3 


April 10 
April 24 
May 8 


How to submit to the Observer 


The Observer welcomes letters and articles from our readers. Letters 
and articles for publication may be submitted via email. All letters and articles 
must include your name and phone number for verification. Submissions 
should include Letter or Article to Editor in the subject line or risk not being 
received by the Observer email system 


observer@necc.mass.edu 


*Include Letter or Article to the Editor in the subject line 


LEAH WUNDERLICH 


THOMAS SHAMMA Davip GOULET 


While we attempt to publish all letters, 
we reserve the right to edit or reject those received 


“Not very well , because 
I come here everyday.” 


“T would be annoyed, 
because I don’t always 
drive the same car.” 


“T think it’s a stupid idea 
considering how much 
we already pay.” 


The NECC Observer is a member of the Associated Collegiate Press, 
College Media Advisers Inc., the Columbia Scholastic Press 
Association, and the New England Press Association. 
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Shape your mind 


With NECC tutoring 
take all the help 
you can get 


By JESSICA PALMER 
OPINION EDITOR 


We all know the stress of 
being in college. The heavy 
work-loads, long nights of 
studying, and trying to prior- 
itize your time. Sometimes, 
we don’t have the resources 
to study or understand a sub- 
ject and find ourselves lost. 

However, Northern Essex 
has tutoring centers and 
study groups at the Haverhill 
and Lawrence Campus. Each 
campus offers an. in-depth 
schedule, which you can 
access on the college’s web- 
site. 

Haverhill’s tutoring takes 
place mainly in rooms C210, 
TE130,, B216; and E365. 
Each room pertains to differ- 
ent subjects and common 
areas of struggle -- such as 
writing, or mathematics. 


Lawrence has a designated 
tutoring center, as well as 
tutoring in room L239. 

While taking advantage of 
NECC’s tutoring opportuni- 
ties, make sure to check out 


| 2. Check your credits: 


3. Apply: 


Become work ready, life ready and world ready at UMass Lowell. 
Make the most of your undergraduate education in three easy steps: 


1, Find course requirements: 
| See what courses are required for the major you want at 


| www.uml.edu/requirementsbymajor. 


Apply today at www.uml.edu/apply. 


the different study groups 
they offer. Students who are 
studying or struggling with 
common subjects can get a 
lot out of getting together 
and helping each other get 
the hang of studying. 

You don't need to make an 
appointment to get tutoring - 
- walk-ins are welcome at 
both campuses. They do have 
busy hours, though, so plan 
accordingly or you may have 
to wait or come back another 
time. 

Plan what you’ll work on 
at the tutoring center and 
bring whatever homework or 
notes you want to go over. If 
you’re prepared, you'll get 
done much faster, and you 
can skip the frustrating con- 
fusion that comes from not 
knowing where to start. 

Sometimes figuring out 
the answer to an equation, or 
drawing your readers into a 
story, can be difficult without 
some help. The help that 
Northern Essex offers could 
be the key to your success in 
some of your tougher classes 
and assignments. 

By absorbing all you can 
from the tutors, you can pave 
the way for success. For 
more information, visit the 
NECC website and navigate 
to Academic Support 
Services. 


UMass Lowell credit is available for 300,000 courses from 
1,000 schools. Find out which of your credits will transfer at 
|  www.uml.edu/transferdictionary. 


Learning with Purpose 


www.uml.edu 


e 
Parking 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 


Student Parking 
Registration 


All vehicles parked on 
NECC properties will be 
required to register online to 
get a parking permit. The 
fee can be paid with a debit 
or credit card. Students 
without a debit/credit card 
can pay at the Public Safety 
and Security Office in 
Building C, Room 112. 
Students without access to a 
PC can use the PCs at the 
campus libraries. 

Parking Area 
Assignments 


The Library/Staff Lot A 
is for faculty and staff use 
only from 7 AM - 6 PM. 


Damage or Theft 


NECC is not responsible 
for theft or damage. 


Abandonment and 
Towing 


Any vehicle parked on 
campus in violation of poli- 
cies and procedures is sub- 
ject to towing without prior 
notification to the owner. 


Billing for Violations 


We A 
violations 
are billed 
through the 
same web- 
site used to 
register for 
a parking 
permit. 


PuoTo By MAry ELLEN D’ANGELO-LOMBARI 


Cars are parked in the Spurk parking lot. If new park- 
ing policies and procedures pass you may see vehi- 
cles on NECC properties only with valid parking 


stickers. 


Ist offense - $5.00 
2nd offense - $10.00 
3rd offense - $20.00 


Fines not paid within 14 
days will be doubled. An 
appeal may be sent through 
the website. Persons with 
outstanding fines will not be 
allowed to renew their per- 
mits until such time as they 
are paid in full. 


Operating Under The 
Influence 


All incidents will be 
reported to the police. 


Personal Safety Tips 
For Drivers/Preventing 
Auto Theft 


Don't live under the illu- 
sion this can't happen to 
you. Over a million vehicles 
are stolen each year in the 
United States regardless of 
year, make or model. 


1. Always lock 
doors and windows. 


your 


eS 


2. Store all valuable 
and packages in the trunk. 

3. Don't pick up hitch- 
hikers. 

4. Have your. keys 
ready as you approach your 
vehicle, check for intruders, 
lock you door immediately 
upon entering. 

5. Install a 
device. 


security 


To report a theft, call the 
Public Safety & Security 
Office at 978-556-3689 (ext. 
3689 from any campus 
phone). 


Jumpstart 


Public Safety and 
Security has the tools need- 
ed to jump start your vehicle 
if needed. A disclaimer must 
be signed. 


Specific questions or 
concerns related to parking 
on campus can be answered 
by contacting the Public 
Safety & Security Office at 
978-556-3689. 


=e 
PHOTO BY MAUREEN SALIBA 


Volunteers bake desserts during spring break for Easter at the 
Lazarus House in Lawrence. Pictured here with our sweet treats 
are: Rubi Mendez, Casey Hatch, Analuz Garcia, Jessica Rosario and 
Pat Morrow. 
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Make the most of your college experience 


Opportunities outside 
of the classroom 
expand your horizons 


By: MICHAEL L. AUGER 
CORRESPONDENT 


Adapting to college life can 
be a stressful period. Few of us 
are prepared for the life style 
change college entails. Enjoying 
the experience is a key factor in 
making the adjustment. Joining a 
club in college can help with the 
transition. 


Clubs provide a wealth of 


opportunities that may not other- 
wise be available. Clubs offer 
unique experiences. They pro- 
vide a social environment in 
which a student can grow and 
flourish. 

Participating in a club in col- 
lege impresses potential employ- 
ers. Clubs help you develop 
knowledge and know how that 
can be exploited in the work 
force. 

A club will help form rela- 
tionships with peers. These peers 
can give much needed support 
during times of difficult growth 
and change. Studies have shown 
that having a strong peer group 
helps students earn higher grades 
and graduate on time. 


The most exciting aspect of 


college is the broadening of your 
horizons. Different clubs can 


provide an array of information 
on almost every subject. 
Participation in these clubs will 
greatly one’s perspec- 
tive. 

Stephen Russell, a history 
professor and faculty advisor for 
the Contemporary Affairs Club at 
NECC, considers club advisor to 
be. “one of the most enjoyable 
aspects of the job.” 

Russell said, “Learning takes 
place everywhere, not just in the 
classroom. Clubs can be a crucial 
component of college success.” 

Russell was proud to tell the 
story of a past club member, “She 
came to the club as a diversion 
Initially she was shy and uncer- 
tain of herself. She had almost no 
knowledge of politics.” 

But Russell saw her grow in 
confidence. She was elected club 
president. Prior to her graduation 
she emceed a public forum when 
Governor Deval Patrick visited 
the NECC campus. Everyone in 
attendance was impressed with 
her poise and professionalism. 

A picture of the past club 
president and Gov. Patrick hangs 
in a place of honor in Russell’s 
office. It stands as proof that 
joining a club can inspire some- 
one to participate in an activity 
that is completely foreign to 
them. It is something that can 
enrich your college experience. 

In recent years, colleges have 
focused on educating the “whole 
student.” That means paying 
attention to social and extracur- 


increase 


ricular activities. Academic clubs 
can help students relate to their 
major more and find internships 
and jobs. 

Chris Cox, a political science 
major from Kingston, N.H. 
exemplifies this. Besides serving 
as president of the Contemporary 
Affairs Club, he has volunteeréd 
his services for many political 
campaigns 

Cox became aware of the 
club from a friend in a political 
science class. Recalling his first 
meeting he said, “I attended and 
fell in love. I was inspired to find 
others who enjoyed the same top- 
ICS - 

It is a love that is apparent 
when Cox chairs each meeting. It 
is a love he shared with another 
friend, Parker Moody. Moody is 
a history major from Groveland, 
Mass. He was convinced by Cox 
to attend a club meeting. Moody 
has since gone from occasional 
club attendee to being its newly 
elected vice president. 

Moody wanted to share his 
club experiences, “It made me 
want to take current events more 
seriously, to delve into issues 
more thoroughly. My opinion is 
noted, people listen, they respect 
differing viewpoints. 

Both Cox and Moody were 
quick to point out how member- 
ship helps with their majors. 
Moody said, “It forces me to be 
prepared, you have to know your 
facts. In order to enjoy the group 
you should have a knowledge 


You Belong at SNHU 


There has never been a better or easier time to transfer to Southern New Hampshire University (SNHU), named the 12th most innovative organization 
in the world by Fast Company. 


about issues.” 

Cox added his take, “You 
come to meetings ready to dis- 
cuss. Hopefully people walk 
away from a meeting having 
learned something.” 

In addition to professional 
development opportunities, com- 
munity college clubs also pro- 
vide students with personal, 
social and community 
venues, enhancing the 
collegiate experience. 

Students involved in 
extracurricular activities learn 
how to work as part of a team 


service 
overall 


towards a common _ goal. 
Students also learn valuable 


character traits such as pride, 


productivity, organization and 
initiative. 
Many NECC student clubs 


offer the chance to enhance com- 
munity involvement and volun- 
teerism. Meredith Gunning, a 
philosophy professor and faculty 
advisor for the Community 
Outreach Group (COG), 
explained how this is accom- 
plished, “Club involvement 


makes students more aware of 


the local community. They can 
show solidarity, their efforts can 
touch others.” 

COG has volunteered their 
efforts to a variety of endeavors. 
They tutor in local schools. 
Members hope to lend a hand at 
Wind Rush Farms, a facility that 
provides horseback riding for 
disabled youths. Still others can 
be found lending a hand at the 


Boy’s and Girl’s Club of 
Lawrence. They are actively 
involved in providing essentials 
to area food pantries. In April 
they will be conducting a food 
drive to benefit Our Neighbor’s 
Table a foundation based out of 
Amesbury, Mass. 

In summing up the club’s 
efforts, Gunning said, “It’s 
important when we often feel 
powerless to enact change.” It is 


a message we can all take to 
heart. 
Members of PTK and 


Amnesty International are spend- 
ing part of their spring break aid- 
ing the victims of Hurricane 
Sandy. Professor Andrew Morse 
will be the faculty advisor for 
this trip. After months of plan- 
ning and bake sales the members 
are excited to finally be making a 
difference. 

Morse would like to see more 
people become involved, “We 
have a core of dedicated students, 
but we're always looking to 
expand. Student leadership. can 
really promote club membership 
and direction. 

With so many benefits wait- 
ing for you, you owe it to your- 
self to check out a campus club 
today. NECC has over 20 clubs 
that might interest you. A list of 
the clubs is posted on the college 
website under the Student Life 
banner. Check the listings, make 
the most of your college experi- 
ence. 


At SNHU, transfer students quickly become part of a close-knit community that gives them the opportunity to make new friends, choose from over 55 
student clubs on campus and learn from a dynamic and caring faculty. Students transfer to SNHU and study abroad, play sports and intern at some of 
the world’s most respected companies. Join them. 


With scholarships of up to $17, 000 a year, the ability to trgestes up to 90 reds and a campus that feels like home, you belong at SNHU. 
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www.snhu.edu/observer | 
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Climate change getting worse 


By BRIAN BooTH 
CORRESPONDENT 


The effects of climate change 
are already being felt around the 
world, and they will only get 
worse. 

The Midwestern United States 
-- where most of the nation's farm- 
land is located -- has been experi- 
encing drought for the past several 
years now. It has affected the 
growth of crops, making our food 
more expensive. 

College students need to eat, 
and due to the challenges posed to 
crop growers by the drought and 
other side effects of climate 
change, food is getting more 
expensive. If this continues, it may 
become prohibitively expensive to 
feed oneself. 

According to Dr. Ken Thomas, 
professor of biology here at NECC, 
the term global warming is a mis- 
nomer. “It's probably better to call 
it global climate change,” he says. 
This is because of two facts, and 
one of them is still a very recent 
memory for the NECC communi- 
ty: the cancellation of school last 
Friday. This is because as the 
globe warms, snowstorms during 
the winter be-come fewer and far 
between, but more intense. Instead 
of seeing a blanket of snow cover- 
ing the ground through the length 
of the winter season, we increas- 
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ingly see winters with sporadic but 
intense snowfall, and the snow 
deposited in these storms usually 
melts away quickly, leaving the 
ground bare. 

This can be bad for the grass 
and plants. Temperate plants have 
evolved to take advantage of 
water's insulating properties. They 
use the covering of snow as a 
shield against the harsh environ- 
ment of the winter. Without the 
protective coating of snow, the 
plants' wellbeing becomes compro- 
mised during the winter months. 

The increase in temperature has 
also begin to melt the polar ice 
caps, raising the sea level and put- 
ting low-lying areas of land at risk 
of flooding, or even total submer- 
sion. 

According to high school sci- 
ence teacher Melanie Cutler, 
Boston and New York -- being low- 
lying places -- are put at great risk 
of flooding by the rising sea levels. 

The NECC campus is at a high 
elevation and well away from the 
shoreline, and is safe for the time 
being, according to Dr. Thomas, 
but he warns that students and fac- 
ulty members who live in beach- 
front towns are at great risk from 
flooding. 

The rising sea levels also take 
one of the worst natural disasters in 
nature's toolbox and make it even 
deadlier: hurricanes. To make a 
hurricane, you need two ingredi- 


ents: heat and water. 

With the rising sea levels, hur- 
ricanes have more water to play 
with. With the increase in tempera- 
ture, they have more energy to play 
with that water. This combination 
serves to make hurricanes more 
deadly. 

As long ago as 2005, Hurricane 
Katrina devastated the nation, 
claiming many lives and leaving 
plenty of people homeless and 
injured. Katrina was what is 
known as a “super storm,” a storm 
of unprecedented size, enhanced by 
the effects of global climate 
change. 

So what is the cause of the 
warming of the earth? Human 
activities over the last century have 
produced excessive amounts of 
carbon dioxide, a greenhouse gas. 

Greenhouse gases trap heat 
energy. With carbon dioxide build- 
ing up in our atmosphere, the 
weather patterns of earth gradually 
begin to change. Winters get more 
volitile; summers get hotter. 

And the problem becomes 
more and more urgent the longer 
we humans wait to do something 
about it. According to Gina 
McCullough, “[The rising sea 
level] is getting closer and closer to 
home, and there will be less shore- 
line, and this will probably contin- 
ue to get worse overtime. 
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Warner Brothers 
denies rumors that 
Christian Bale will 


return as Batman 


By ABNER ROJAS 
Correspondent 


On March 3, the site Latino 
Review put up a four minute 
video that claimed actor Christian 
Bale, who played Batman in * 
Dark Knight Trilogy,” would 


What effect they had 
on the first quarter 


By ADAM CLANCY 
Correspondent 


Two of the year’s biggest 
releases, Tomb Raider and God 
of War: Ascension, are now on 
the shelves. 

Tomb Raider was released on 
March 5. The game, published 
by Square Enix and developed 
by Crystal Dynamics, is avail- 
able on the Xbox 360 or the 
Playstation 3. 


Arts and Entertainment 


Justice League movie on horizon 


return to reprise his role in the 
upcoming Justice League movie. 
Warner Brothers were quick to 
respond later that week as a 
source from Comic Book Movie 
that Bale isn't involved and that 
they'd be going with a new take 
on the character. 

Northern Essex — student 
Steven Gilles is happy with this 
news, saying that Bale returning 
as Batman wouldn't work consid- 
ering the Dark Knight Rises end- 
ing. “At the end of the movie 
everyone thinks Batman’s dead, 
and made it clear he was done 


0 new 


Tomb Raider an action- 
adventure game presented in 
third person view. The game, 
like the rest of the Tomb Raider 
series, stars Lara Croft. 

On her first expedition, the 
her ship is destroyed by a storm. 
She then has to go look for a 
treasure on an island full of ban- 
dits. 

Colby Hadley is among the 
students interested in Tomb 
Raider. 

“When I saw gameplay back 
at E3, I instantly became excit- 
ed,” says Hadley. “I never 
played the original Tom Raider 
back on the PlayStation 1, but 
that doesn’t bother me since the 


being Batman.” 

Another — student, Louis 
Caraballo, is glad for another rea- 
son though and admits he was 
never to fond of Bale's Batman. “ 
We could use another Batman 
didn't like Bale as Batman. 
Batman needs to be more beast.” 

Questions surrounding the 
status of the Justice League have 
been flying ever since its 
announcement back in July. 
Warner Brothers saw the success 
of Marvel's The Avengers, which 
grossed over $1.5 billion and 
decided they wanted a piece of 


the super hero team up pie. 

Warner Brothers, like Marvel, 
is set on building a shared uni- 
verse for their characters, starting 
with their upcoming Superman 
movie, Man of Steel, this sum- 
mer. 

The Justice League movie is 
set for a summer 2015 release. It 
will be difficult for Warner 
Brothers to develop the entire 
Justice League in independent 
features, the way Marvel was 
able to do in five years with the 
Avengers. 

Another rumor was that a 


Superman/Batman movie in 2015 
instead would be a solution, giv- 
ing Warner Brothers more time to 
expand their universe. 

With Bale confirmed not to 
return as Batman, though, Warner 
Brothers is still on square one. 

they say they’re going to wait 
to see how Man of Steel does 
before proceeding. Batman being 
arguably the most popular char- 
acter Warner Brothers Justice 
League has, they will have reboot 
him quickly to be a part of the 
franchise in 2015, 


ig game releases 


new one is revamped version.” 

E3 stands for the Electronic 
Entertainment Expo, the video 
game industry’s biggest annual 
press event. It takes place in the 
first week of June in California. 

Some people were stunned to 
hear that Tomb Raider was going 
to feature competitive multiplay- 
er, which was announced a 
month and half before the game 
came out. 

Cameron Limolli thinks the 
multiplayer is unnecessary. 

“As soon as I heard that 
Tomb Raider was going to fea- 
ture multiplayer,” he says, “I 
said to myself why? 

“Tomb Raider has always 


been known for single player so 
I was just shocked to hear that 
multiplayer was going to be a 
part of the game.” 

Limolli says the he is going 
to get the game, but he will not 
be playing the multiplayer. 

God of War: Ascension, 
released on March 12, features 
the Spartan general, Kratos. Like 
the rest of the series, it is a 
Playstation 3 exclusive made by 
Santa Monica. 

Ascension is a prequel to the 


God of War title called Chains of 


Olympus. 

The first God of War came 
out in 2005 for the PlayStation 2. 
Today, there are six God of War 


titles, including the new release. 

Jose Santiago has played all 
the other God of War titles and 
loves the series. “The God of 
War series is awesome to me and 
I’m excited to know that there is 
another one. 

“The only thing I want to 
know is why did Santa Monica 
make another prequel, since 
there are two other prequels in 
the series that have been 
released? But knowing Santa 
Monica I know they can pull it 
off.” 

The games are $60 each. You 
can find them at your local game 
store or online. 


Mayda Del Valle rocks the house 


Del Valle performs at 
Lawrence High 
School in the 
Performing arts 
Center auditorium 


By Mary ELLEN 
D’ ANGELO-LOMBARI 
Editor-in-Chief 


Mayda Del Valle wowed the 
crowd with her first poem. 
Written and performed in a rap 
style, she propelled 
from one side of the stage to the 
other, giving life, movement 
and emphasis to her story. The 
poem was about the conclu- 
sions she had come to about the 
ways that other people reacted 
to her speaking her native lan- 
guage, Spanish. It is a story 
only she can tell, write and per- 
form. 

Del Valle is a first genera- 
tion Puerto Rican, the youngest 
of three. She has an older broth- 
er and a sister, who are both 
cops. 

She started writing poetry 
when she was 14, as a high 
school freshman. She had an 
English teacher who made her 
keep a journal. About that time 
she started dating a boy who 
was into Hip Hop. She met a lot 
of musicians and attended a lot 
of music events. She wrote a lot 
of bad rap songs until she read 
a book called Aloud: Voices 
from the Nuyorican Poets Caf?. 
This anthology of poets 


herself 


inspired her to write poetry. 
Admitting that she liked to 
talk, Del Valle narrated her 
hour and a half show in easy, 
conversational style, as if she 


was sitting on the other side of 


a bistro table with any one of us 
in the audience. 

Her second poem, 
Decendancy, focuses what it is 
like for Del Valle to try to learn 
from and honor her heritage 
when she can’t trace it back fur- 
ther than her great grandmother 
on her mothers side. How, she 
wonders, can we honor what we 


don’t know, what we can’t 
name? 
Del Valle believes Latinos 


can be brain washed into deny- 
ing their cultural heritage. She 
encouraged students to think 
about what they are taught 
about their history and what it 
is they value, not what someone 
else tells them is important. 

She also encouraged stu- 
dents to follow their passion in 
life, even if someone is telling 
them it isn’t sensible, it won't 
pay the bills. 

“Artists, dancers, musi- 
cians, painters and poets are all 
just as important as lawyers and 
doctors. We need artists. Artists 
are visionaries, they paint a pic- 
ture. They hold up a mirror and 
create a vision of what the 
world can be. If you have a pas- 
sion, just do it. Ghandi was not 
a sensible man, Martin Luther 
King Jr. as not a sensible man. 
Mother Teresa was not a sensi- 
ble woman. People who change 
the world are crazy. You're here 
to do something very specific. 
You're the only one who can do 


it. No one can 
rock the world 
the way that you 
can,” said Del 
Valle. 

Del Valle also 
recited poems 
about her grand- 
mother, who was 


two when she 
died and of 
whom she does 
not have any 
memories -- not 
even a photo of 
her with her 
grandmother. 


The first few 
verses she sang a 
cfayp pel Kar 
Reciting the 
poem was espe- 
cially bittersweet 


OPI 87h way 


for Del Valle. 
Her aunt, 88, 
had just passed 
away on the White Fund. 
Saturday. She 


was the last person alive who 
could tell all the old family sto- 
ries. “What did you pray for 
Abuella before they told you 
who your God should be?” she 
recited. 

She shared a poem about the 
generation coming up today, 
which she started with "90's 
babies." In it she gives them the 
advice she wishes she had got- 
ten when she was young. “You 
won't have it all figured out 
when you're 20, or 30, or even 
40. So just take your time.” 

During a Q & A period 
where Del Valle said students 
could ask her just about any- 
thing they wanted, she revealed 


she had her aha moment, the 
moment she knew she would 
write poetry and perform it for 
a living, sitting outside the 
dance studio at Williams 
College in Massachusetts -- 
where she obtained her bache- 
lor’s degree. 

She had just had a success- 
ful multi-media show that she 
wrote, arranged and performed. 
She was sitting on a bench 
reading "The Alchemist," and 
she felt a sense of responsibili- 
ty. 

“Okay, I gotta sell all my 
sheep, like the character in the 
book, and go to New York. 
There’s something here I gotta 
do. I gotta honor that. I gotta 


Photo by Mary Ellen D’Angelo-Lombari 


Mayda Del Valle at LHS on March 7th at the invitation of NECC and 


nurture that. That’s my gift.” 

Del Valle asked the audi- 
ence if they wanted to end after 
the Q & A, or if they wanted 
one more poem. The audience 
response was overwhelming: 
one more poem. She performed 
a poem about her mother’s 
cooking. 

“Who here has a mother 
who can cook?” she asked the 
audience. “Raise your hand.” A 
lot of students a Lawrence High 
have mothers who can cook. 

“Now for you all who did 
not raise your hand, you need to 
get with someone who raised 
their hand and go home with 
them.” 


Writing Continued from Page | 


Some applications are split 
into multiple parts and have sev- 
eral long form questions. They 
may be as short as 100 words, or 
essays as long as 1,500 words, or 
even longer. 

With applications that are 
broken into pieces it can become 
easy to get lost, and either forget 
points or repeat yourself. This is 
where having a pre-made list of 
bullet points will help you to 
cover all that you wanted to say, 
and make sure you are not repeat- 
ing. Having repeat essays and 
material may make a person seem 
lazy. Before you hit that submit 
button, check your bullet points. 

Take the time to gather 
together all your awards, certifi- 
cations, volunteer and club activ- 
ities, and even job facts, and 
make sure you have the dates, 
places and names of people such 
as advisors and mentors to refer- 
ence before you start. 

According to Gen and Kelly 
Tanabe in their book, “How to 
Write a Winning Scholarship 
Essay,” the four common features 
of all winning essays are; origi- 
nality, answering the underlying 


question, sharing a slice of life, 


and passion. 
Lis Espinoza, professor of 


English, said at the March 25 


“Writing the Scholarship 
Application Essay” workshop, 
“the number one key to your 
essay is to let them know who 
you are.” 

The people reading the essays 
need to know more about you, 
what you have done today and 
how you plan to give back, she 
said. 

They need to know more 
about you and how you will make 
a difference in the future, than 
your accomplishments at school. 
Most of that may already be list- 
ed in your application. 

Espinoza also said you don't 
want to make a generic essay, or 
be too pushy about being poor. 

Gen and Kelly Tanabe simi- 
larly point out in their book that 
some common mistakes are using 
cliches and writing a sob story. 
There are a lot of people that have 
sob stories. The colleges and peo- 
ple giving out scholarship money 
want to know how the student 
persevered and overcame their 
trials -- how their life has 
changed for the better. 

Students should write about 
something they are passionate 
about. It can make a difference. If 
a student approach's writing an 
essay as another rote research 
topic how will the judges reading 
it care about it when the student 
doesn't show their passion. 


More... 
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Writing for your life 


Lindsey Mayo, director of alumni relations in the office of institutional advance- 
ment, gives pointers to students at the February Scholarship forum at NECC. 


A few other common errors 
Gen and Kelly Tanabe note are; 
spelling, addressing the wrong 
scholarship or college in the 
essay, plagiarism, copycatting an 
idea someone else used, and for- 
getting to put your name on the 
application. 

Espinoza said at the work- 
shop, “You don't have to write it 
like you know what would hap- 
pen in the future, but you can use 
words like ‘might’ or ‘would like 


Turn your Associate’s 


into a Bachelor’s 


4 good reasons to transfer to 


Saint Joseph's College 


1. Seamless transfer of your degree and credits to Saint Joseph's. 


2. Minimized tuition costs; financial aid for qualified students. 
3. Personalized and supportive environment, on campus and online. 


4. Relevant, career-focused programs. 


On Campus Bachelor's Programs: 800-338-7057 
Online Bachelor's Degree Completion: 800-752-4723 
For information, please visit your transfer office. 


Visit our website: online.sjcme.edu/transfer 


$29" 12 


to’...Make sure you let them 
know that this is all for a purpose 
- a future goal to be met.’ 

Espinoza, in addition to being 
a professor, frequently helps stu- 
dents in the tutoring center, 
including ones seeking help with 
their scholarship essays. 

She said students are wel- 
come to stop by the tutoring cen- 
ter to ask for help with their 
essays. But they should try to 
leave a 48-hour window of time 


to be able to schedule an appoint- 
ment. 

Even though NECC does not 
have a full-time staff member 
dedicated to assisting students 
with scholarships, Kristen Arnold 
from PACE frequently assists stu- 
dents, and Lindsey Mayo of the 
office of Institutional 
Advancement tries to answer any 
questions about the NECC schol- 
arships. 


Northern Essex 
Community College 


is the time to register for 
your fall & summer classes 
and complete your 
financial aid paperwork. 


Register for your classes and complete 

your financial aid paperwork before you leave 
for the semester. Meet with your assigned 
advisor who can be found on self service under 
“Who is my Advisor?” Register early fo get the 
classes and schedule you want - and avoid 


long lines! 


Current Students’ 


Reg 


istration 


April 1 - May 6 


For more information, visit 
www.necc.mass.edu/register 


SAINT JOSEPHS 


GOLLEGE ONLINE 


Save $100 by registering before August 12 
and avoid paying a late registration penalty. 
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Liz Nofziger visits ArtSpace 


By Mary ELLEN 


D’ ANGELO-LOMBARI 
Editor-in-Chief 


Liz Nofziger talked to the 
crowd as they sat on the 
floor, listening to her answer 
questions and gazing at a 
piece of art that was made 
with what would have been 

Nofziger spoke on March 
14, 2013, at the opening 
reception of her site-based 
installation show, being 
shown at the Bentley Library 
ArtSpace until April 6. 

Installatim art is a fairly 
new genre, the term itself 
first appearing in the Oxford 
English Dictionary in 1969. It 
consists of three-dimensional 
art that is designed to change 
the perception of a space. 

The art is often site-spe- 
cific for a particular space. 
The materials used can be 


mostly on temporary struc- 
tures. She is working on a 
permanent piece for a home, 
but finds it slightly harder 
than temporary work 
because the appeal of the 
piece needs to be long lasting 
rather than brief. 

In addition to her shows, 
Nofziger is managing editor of 
the online magazine "ASPECT: 
The Chronicle of New Media 
Art," and is adjunct profes - 
sor at Massachusetts College 
of Art. She graduated with an 
MFA from MassArt's Studio 
for Interrelated Media in 
2004. 

She says most artists 
these days need to draw their 
income from varying sources. 

Nofzigers used the chairs 
found in the ArtSpace to con- 
struct a temporary floor to 
ceiling structure held togeth- 
er only by gravity. The audi- 
ence may wonder if this larg- 
er than life Jenga tower will 
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floor, listening to her answer 
questions and gazing at a 
piece of art that was made 
with what would have been 
their chairs. 

Nofziger spoke on March 
14, 2013, at the opening 
reception of her site-based 
installation show, being 
shown at the Bentley Library 
ArtSpace until April 6. 

Installatio art is a fairly 
new genre, the term itself 
first appearing in the Oxford 
English Dictionary in 1969. It 
consists of three-dimensional 
art that is designed to change 
the perception of a space. 

The art is often site-spe- 
cific for a particular space. 
The materials used can be 
everyday materials, found in 
or near the site where the art 
is constructed, or they can be 
any multi-media tools that 
help explore the relationship 
of the space to its architec- 
tural, political, religious and 


everyday materials, found in stand for a full month. Youcan = cultural 

or near the site where the art see the instillation during 

is constructed, or they can be ArtSpace hours: 2 p.m. to 9 or permanent. 

any multi-media tools that p.m. Monday through 
5 


help explore the relationship Thursday, 2 p.m. to 5 p.m. 
of the space to its architec- 


influences. 
structures can be temporary 


Nofziger said she works 
mostly on temporary struc- 
Friday, and 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. tures. She is working on a 


The 


tural, political, religious and Saturday. On April 6, permanent piece for a home, 
cultural influences. The Nofziger will disassemble the but finds it slightly harder 
structures can be temporary structure and return the than temporary work, 
or permanent. chairs to the ArtSpace. because the appeal of the 


Nofziger said she works 
crowd _as__the sat on the _ rather than brief. 


What's happening 
on campus? 


By ASHLEE FERRANTE 
Campus Life Editor 


March 27 

February’s Northern Essex student 
f the month, went to James Fermin. 
his is Fermins first year here at 
INECC he is majoring in criminal jus- 
hist In his spare time Fermin enjoys 
| 


1la.m -Ip.m. International Festival TC103 (H). 


isting to Latin music and watching 
“SI Miami and law and order or any- 
thing that has to do with fowling pro- 
cedures to reach a verdict. 

Fermin is also active in the US 
beinth When asked what is it like to 


March 29 
NECC professional day. No day classes evening classes 


will meet. be in the army he replied" The mili- 
ary is/ was great. I loved my job and 
experience. While I was on active 
duty. The military is and was a 
great way for me become more 
Structured and disciplined person. 
My experience was nothing but 
Priority deadline for financial aid applications. good," 

After NECC Fermin plans on 
transferring to Umass Boston to get 


April 1 


fyou could spend the day with some- 
yne dead or alive Fermins responded 
"If | could spend the day with some 
jone dead or alive I would defiantley 
jwant it to be Jesus .because he plays 
fa significant role in my life also. I 
jwould Ask him what can I watch out 
for in live to no end up failing, in my 
goals". 
Fermins most important person in 
his life is his father. "The most impor- 
ftant person In my Life is my father. 
His devotion , energy, a optimism has 
NECC Scholarship application personal statment and |made me realize that i can also be suc- 
inet My dad has been battleing 
Stage 4 of pancreatic cancer 3 1/2 
years and seeing him happy smiling 
, ee as if nothing wrong really has 
influenced my life And has pushed 


If you have have an event vou would me to better myself ". Fermin doesn't 
iss 7 . ? ' ave a favorite class, he said " I think 
like posted in What's Happening On 
Campus, email us at 
obesver@necc.mass.edu 


April 3 


Noon -1 p.m. Brown bag Lunch room L224 (L) 


April 5 


reconmidation due 


Liz Nofziger talked to the piece needs to be long lasting 


his bachelor degree. When asked if 


campus until April 5. 


all my classes are important and 
should all be valued the exact same 
way but | overall enjoy my college 
success Class . Plenty of good infor- 
mation is giving in that course. help- 
ful tips and resources the can and 
will and are available to help me or 
any of the students at Northern 
Essex". 

Fermin was nominated by not just 
one but three professors, Patricia 
Schade (CSS Professor) Marilyn 
McCarthy (Basic Reading Professor) 
and Clare Thompson-Ostrander 
(Basic Writing Professor). The rea- 
sons they nominated Fermin as stu- 
dent of the month is that James is a 
returning vet, seriously injured in 
Iraq. After a year of convalescing in a 
California hospital, he came back to 
Lawrence to care for his father who is 
undergoing treatment for pancreatic 
cancer. 

His Basic Reading professor, 
Marilyn McCarthy, Basic Writing 
professor, Clare Thompson-Ostrander 
and I, his College Success Seminar 
professor, see such focus and leader- 
ship in this young man. He is highly 
engaged in his learning, dedicated to 
doing his homework on time and 
being prepared, and he is a leader in 
class discussions. 

As a soldier,00 he led his unit; as a 
student, his leadership qualities are 
invaluable in class. He was the first to 
volunteer to present his strengths 
PowerPoint in CSS. His strengths, by 
the way, are Focus, Belief, 
Deliberative, Strategic, and 
Maximizer. He’s quite a driven and 
conscientious young man! We recent- 
ly filled out time management charts 
in CSS and James’ chart indicates just 
how dedicated he is —his time is very 
carefully spent between caring for his 
father, school, and studying, and as 


We want to hear from you. 


observer@necc.mass.edu 


Puoro sy Mary ELLen D’ANGELO-LOMBARI 


Site-based installation art structure by Liz Nofziger in 
the ArtSpace at the Bentley Library on the Haverhill 


NECC Student of the Month 


usual, with many of our community 
college students, not enough sleep. 

His first essay for College Success 
is excellent and he took the time to go 
to the tutoring center when he revised 
it. In the Basic Writing class, he works 
very hard to understand the assign- 
ments and complete them to the best 
of his ability. He does not give up eas- 
ily when things are difficult for him. 

In fact, he rises to the occasion and 
often times will help his classmates by 
encouraging them to stay focused and 
do their best. He is a joy to have in the 
Basic Writing class. As a positive 
leader in my Basic Reading classroom 
James is able and willing to work with 
any student. 

He listens carefully to others’ 
opinions and offers clear and cogent 
responses. Because he views his edu- 
cation “as my job” he has taken the 
initiative to familiarize himself and 
make use of all the available technol- 
ogy and resources we have to offer on 
the Lawrence Campus. He is an asset 
to the learning taking place in my 
classroom. 

This is his first semester here at 
NECC, but with his motivation and 
scholarship, he is deserving of this 
award and we are lucky to have him 
here. Fermin would like to thank all 
his professors for recognizing his hard 
work, he stated "I would like to thank 
all my professors for recognizing my 
hard work. 

I above all thing would also like 
to thank god, For helping me in set- 
ting my life up in the correct path. 
allowing myself not to ever quiet. I 
will also like to let my professor 
know thanks for pushing me allowing 
me to be In your class and helping and 
or assisting me with your times when 
I needed it . 


Send letters or opinion columns to the NECC Observer:f 
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Students help in disaster relief 


NECC students 
volunteer for 
Hurricane Sandy 

| Relief in New York 


By MICHELE SIMON 
Photojournalist 


An icy ocean breeze hit the stu- 
dents as they stepped out of the van 
to view the wreckage left by 
Hurricane Sandy on the coastline of 
the Rockaways in New York. Across 
the Broad Channel a small house 
tipped vertically into the water and 
the dock lying beside it was crum- 
bled in wreckage, with rooftops the 
only recognizable structure left of the 
buildings that once stood there. 
Around us; fence lines were pulled 
down laden with debris, siding on the 
houses still standing was torn off, and 
two small boats rested in the grass 
nearby. Looking at it, it was hard to 

| believe that the hurricane happened 5 
months ago. 

“The hardest part was passing 
| through Far Rockaway and having to 
digest the sad reality in front of my 
| eyes and not being able to aid the res- 
idents who had memories in the 
| houses that were torn up from the 
hurricane,” said Nairoby Sanchez, an 
NECC student. 

“| wasn't sure what to expect. The 
| media no longer covers Hurricane 


Sandy related stories on the news 
anymore, but | knew that there was 
still so much damage left, by the 
reports of the New York Cares staff 
and newsletters.” New York Cares is 
the city's largest volunteer organiza- 
tion, running volunteer programs for 
1,300 nonprofits, city agencies, and 
public schools, and it is the organiza- 
tion that the group from NECC 
hooked up with to participate in 
Hurricane Sandy volunteer activities. 

I was part of this group of 8 that 
went on a Hurricane Sandy disaster 
relief trip to New York on March 15 - 
18, to help with the cleanup effort. 
The group consisted of seven stu- 
dents from the NECC student organ- 
izations; Amnesty International, 
Students for a Democratic Society 
and the Phi Theta Kappa Honor 
Society; Robert Ewusi, Jillian Horyn, 
Lilian Lima, Galvir Romero, Nairoby 
Sanchez, Kelsey Terry and myself. 
Andrew Morse, professor of history 
and government and faculty advisor 
to both the NECC Amnesty 
International and PTK organizations 
also attended and helped with the 
cleanup effort. 

The Hurricane Sandy disaster 
relief trip began at the start of spring 
break on March 15 with a long trek 
down to New York. The group stayed 
in a hostel on Astoria Boulevard in 
Queens during the weekend. A hostel 
is like a hotel, but they can have 
many bunk beds in a room, and they 
charge by the bed a reduced fee per 


person per night. It makes traveling 
with large groups more cost efficient. 

Rising early the next morning, 
we traveled to our first project in 
Idlewild Park, very close to the 
Rockaways. An environmental 
cleanup was scheduled that day in a 
group effort with New York Cares 
and Americorps, an American volun- 
teer organization. like the Peace 
Corps. 

Flood water during the Hurricane 
had risen in the park depositing all 
sorts of debris. Idlewild Park con- 
tains sandy grasslands, a unique dune 
swale, and one of the richest salt 
marshes in southeast Queens. 

According to the NYC parks 
website, “The waters along the 
Idlewild Park Preserve, not only pro- 
vide a natural backdrop to the city, 
but also act as a natural filtration sys- 
tem for Queens' groundwater, pre- 
venting any contaminants from enter- 
ing Jamaica Bay. This not only 
improves the water quality of the 
area, but also helps to keep the ocean 


from flooding the southern half of 


Queens and parts of Brooklyn. Salt 
marshes also help reduce water ero- 
sion.” The wetlands are also a home 
to many wild animals. 

After getting lost in New York for 
an hour we were still in good spirits 
when we arrived, and they immedi- 
ately put us to work. We started 
working together but after a while 
spread out and co-mingled with other 
volunteers. 


photo by Michele Simon 


Front (L to R) Jillian Horyn, Lilian Lima and Kelsey 
Terry. Back Andrew Morse, Nairoby Sanchez, Galvir 
Romero, Robert Ewusi, and Michele Simon. 


Jillian Horyn had to be one of the 
hardest workers there. At one point I 
noticed her rolling a large tire across 
a field and I went over and joined up 
with her. We found a hefty carpet 
near a tree and started dragging it 
down the hill through the trees and 
brush to a pile that was waiting to be 
picked up by the regular parks work- 
ers. Jillian tugged so hard she was 
leading the way. I ended up tripping 
and landing on the carpet and nearly 
rolled down the hill, but another 
worker stopped my fall. When we got 
to the bottom of the hill the parks 
workers were there picking up the 
pile, and we offered to help throw the 
rug and other debris into their truck, 
but they wouldn't let us. They said it 
was the least thing they could do, and 


Board of Trustees 


Wants You! 


thanked us with such passionate grat- 
itude that it surprised me. 

“I felt honored when they said 
'Thank you.” Horyn said. “I felt like 
that said something. That was cool. 
But I don't do things for recognition. 
I don't need recognition.” She tries to 
lead by example, which was evident 
when she was working so hard dur- 
ing the day. 

“TL really liked it when we were at 
the park and everyone thought I was 
crazy because I worked harder and 
faster than everyone else. Working to 
the point of perspiration, and it 
inspired others to get their hands 
dirty,” Horyn said. She felt that made 
more of a difference than the actual 
work she alone did. 


Continued on Page 12 
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What are we looking for: Student Trustee nominations 


Who is eligible: A full-ttume NECC undergraduate student, 


who is in good standing 


To do what: Assist in the decision making process for things 


dike: annual budgets, establishing fees, tenure decisions, establishing 


and implementing student services and policies, and to attend 


monthly meetings. 


When: Student Trustee will serve on the board from July 1* of 
this year to the following June 30°. Nomination 


Petitions are due by noon on April 5, 2013 


Where can I get more info: Nomination Petitions available 

from the Student Engagement Center; D 125 or L133. Contact the — 
Student Engagement Center at engagement@necc.mass.edu or click 
on the QR code for more info. 
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Sports 


Knights baseball start season 


NECC opens their 
season 3-6 after 
spring break trip to 
Florida 


By Matt GINGRAS 
Sports Editor 


Snow may still coat the 
Northern Essex Community 
College baseball field, but the 
Knights is officially 
underway. 

The baseball team spent 
their spring break in Florida, 


season 


where they opened their sea- 
son against a slew of oppo- 
nents, like Brookdale 
Community College from 
New Jersey, and #7 Niagara 
Community College, who 
elminated the team from post- 
season contention last season. 

NECC had 


Florida, where they lost five 


trouble in 


straight games after begin- 
ning their season 2-0. 

The Knights were able to 
sweep both games of a double 
header against Burlington County 
Community College. They won 
the first game, 5-4 and the second 
matchup 6-1. 


Derek Dolan earned the 
team’s first victory of the season 
on the hill, where he went the 
complete seven innings and 
allowed four runs, three earned. 
Edgardo Medrano had two hits 
and an RBI in the contest. 

The second game against 
Burlington had 
Beckwith throw a beautiful 


game. In his six innings of 


Zachary 


work, Beckwith allowed just 
three hits and one run, strik- 
ing out five and walking just 
one hitter. Medrano was again 
hot at the plate, picking up a 
hit and scoring two runs. 


Northern Essex then 
dropped a game against 
Brookedale Community 
College, 13-3. 


Montgomery-Germantown 
pounded on the Knights, toppling 
NECC by a score of 28-8. 

Northern Essex was able to 
battle back against Niagara, how- 
ever, and while they lost both 
games, NECC was in the mix. 

In the first game against Niagara 
Community College, Niagara bested 
NECC, 6-1. The second game of the 
double header had Niagara winning 
by a bit more, as Northern Essex fell 


Knights Baseball Stat 
Leaders 
Hitting 


Runs 
Hits 
RBI 
AVG 


: Edgardo Mandrano 
: Trevor Bouvier 

: Trevor Bouvier 

: Chris Martin 


Pitching 
: Derek Dolan 2 


16.0 
K : Joshua Cummiskey 9 


Wins 


Innings: Derek Dolan 


ERA 


K -- Strikeouts 

RBI -- Runs Batted In 

AVG -- Batting Average 
ERA -- Earned Run Average 


: Derek Dolan 


4.50 


The Northern Essex Community College baseball team returns from their trip to 
Rhode Island on Sunday. NECC split the doubleheader, earning a win and loss. 


10-1. 

Northern Essex returned 
home and immediately traveled 
to the Commnity College of 
Rhode Island, where they played 
a double header. 

Northern Essex won the first 
game, 9-4, but ended up dropping 
Derek 
Dolan earned his second victory 


the second contest 7-1. 


of the season against CCRI. 


Dolan has looked very 


good on the mound, walking 
just one hitter in 16 innings. 
Joshua Cummiskey has also 
looked sharp, striking out 
nine hitters in 10 innings of 
work. 

Chris Martin is leading the 
team in hitting, with a .434 
average and Trevor Bouvier 
has 9 RBI to lad NECC. 

While earely in the season, 
the Knights aren’t worried 


Knight Spotlight 


Mar. 27 - 


Derek Dolan 


April 9 


2-1 Record 
4.50 ERA 
6 Strikeouts 
1 Walk 


Dolan pitched well for the NECC Knights over the first week of 
their season, picking up two of the team’s three wins. Dolan also kept 
runners off base, walking just one hitter in 16 innings of work. 


To nominate a Knight student-athlete for the Knight Spotlight, send 
an email to observer@necc.mass.edu along with why you think they 
should be nominated. 


about how they fared. Sue 
MacAvoy, the athletics direc- 
Essex 

had 


tor at Northern 


Community College, 


praise for the team. 

“Teams from the northeast 
go to Florida to get games ' 
in,” she said. “Winning two 
games might not sound great, 
but with only six returning 
players and a new coach, the 
team really came together.” 


Garvey 
soars 


Garvey breaks school 
record in high jump, 
qualifies for NJCAA 
championships in 
110m_ hurdles 


By Matt GINGRAS 
Sports Editor 


Northern Essex outdoor track 
and field team made some noise at 
Bridgewater State University this 
past weekend, where Patrick 
Garvey and Daniel Mayers each 
had good heats. 

Garvey qualified for the 
NJCAA Championships in the 
110-meter hurdle. He finished 5th 
out of 19 hurdlers with a time of 
16.50. 

Garvey also set a_ school 
record in the high jump, with a 
record of 5’8”. 

Daniel Mayers, a returning 
track and field member from last 
year’s team, also had a solid day 
at the track. 

Mayers set a new personal 
record in the 400-meter event, 
with a time of 57.34. 

The track team will now travel 
to Tufts University this weekend, 
where they will perform in anoth- 
er meet. 
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Two Knights 
Sayre? 


Davis earn All- 
Region honors 


By MatTT GINGRAS 
Sports Editor 


The NJCAA announced their 
decision for All-Region honors, 
and two Northern Essex 
Community College basketball 
players were chosen to be hon- 
ored on those teams. 

Kyle Davis, the Knights lead- 
ing scorer and rebounder, was 
chosen for the All-Region XXI 
second team. This past season, 
Davis averaged 16.1 points and 
9.6 rebounds-per-game. 
| “Tm pretty pumped. I can’t 
) wait to go play in that game,” said 
Davis. “I’m excited and I want to 
go play with that talent. I think 
games like this really favor a per- 
son of my ability.” 

Davis was a force all season 
for the Knights, but he was never 
better than playing against 
Division I[lopponent Dean 
College. Davis scored 37 points 
against Dean on 16-of-22 shoot- 


er by Matt SESE 


Will Angelini, shooting, was a big part of the Knights 


offense this past season. 


ing. Davis had a double-double in 
that game as well, pulling down 
14 rebounds. 

Also honored was Knights 
center Will Angelini. Angelini 
was chosen to the region’s 
Honorable Mention list. 

“I’m surprised I made the 
list,” said Angelini. “I played not 
up to my potential this year, but I 
think I did good for my first year 
of college basketball.” 

Angelini played in 25 games 
and started in 17 this past season. 


He averaged 9.5 points and 5.5 
rebounds-per-game. 

His best effort came when the 
team traveled to Gateway 
Community College. There, 
Angelini dropped 28 points on 
10-of-18 shooting and pulled 
down 11 rebounds. 

The Knights had a troubled 
season in which they finished the 
year 12-14. However, Davis and 
Angelini were acknowledged by 
the region for their on-court per- 
formance. 


DIII Region 
XXI Awards 


First Team 


Jerome Parkins Gateway Community College 


Roger Paul MassBay Community College 
Philkwan Tate UConn-Avery Point 
Jimmy Louissaint Quinsigamond Community College 
Paul Becklens Roxbury Community College 
Tyrus Weaver Roxbury Community College 


Second Team 
Northern Essex Community College 
Lincoln College of New England 
Bristol Community College 
MassBay Community College 
MassBay Community College 


Kyle Davis 
Tylon Holmes 
Victor Smith 
Boris Fodouop 
Givaugn Jones 


Chris Ewing MassBay Community College 
Honorable Mention 

Corey McMillen Bunker Hill Community College 

Cesar Castro Bunker Hill Community College 

Will Angelini Northern Essex Community College 


Matthew Correa 
Sean Douglas 


Lincoln College of New England 
Lincoln College of New England 


Eric Alleyne MassBay Community College 
Coach of the Year 
Bill Raynor MassBay Community College 


Sportsmanship Award 
Holyoke Community College 


Explore earning a bachelor’s degree in Business 
Transfer to UMass Dartmouth 


Experience a Day matched with a Business Student. 


Attend and Observe Classes, Lunch Provided. 


Make this important Transfer Decision Fully Informed! 


Call 508.999.8999 to set up your “Experience It All” Visit. 


CHARLTON 


COLLEGE OF BUSINESS 


ARR EES ES 


One of Massachusetts’ most affordable & accredited business educations 
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Wreckage from Hurricane Sandy still seen along the Rockaways shoreline in 
New York 5 months after the hurricane hit. 


Disaster Continued from Page 9 


Sanchez said the Idlewild part of 


the trip was one of her best memo- 
ries. “Looking out on the park field 
and seeing Jillian, Lilian, Robert, 
Kelsy, Galvir, Michele and 
Professor Morse picking up the 
debris of the hurricane in the park 
really impacted me because I real- 
ized we were doing what we sought 
out to do since the day we all said, 
‘I'll go volunteer to help with 
Hurricane Sandy relief.” 

Sanchez and I were the main 
organizers for the trip which got its 
roots last semester when the 
Hurricane first hit. 

The PTK group, which [ am presi- 
dent of, wanted to do something to help 
and even though it was late in the semes- 
ter they pulled together a fundraiser bake 


sale to donate to the Humane Society of 
the United States to help the pets of 


Hurncane Sandy. It didn't feel like 
enough though, and I wanted to do more 

During the same time Professor 
Steven Slaner, faculty advisor of the 
SDS group showed an Occupy 
Sandy video to his group, and the 
NECC Amnesty International 
group. It moved Sanchez, the 
Amnesty president, to want to do 
something to help. “I knew that it 
had hit hard, but you never know 
how hard until you see the video and 
pictures,” she said 

She first looked into the Occupy 
Sandy group to see about volunteer- 
ing. Occupy Sandy is a mutual aid 
network responding to the ongoing 
crisis in the wake of Hurricane 
Sandy. It was founded by members 
of Occupy Wall Street and runs with 
the same type of organization 
According to the New York Times 


Occupy Wall Street is capable of 


summoning an army with the post- 
ing of a tweet. 

Sanchez was discouraged 
though when she found out they did- 
n't have a federal ID and were not a 
recognized non-profit relief group 

Professor Morse, 
both our groups, suggested we join 
up, and the next three months were 
spent planning and fundraising for 


advisor of 


the trip. 

Most of the members from all 
three groups joined in the fundrais- 
ing even though many could not go 
on the trip: it was their way of help- 
ing out. Some sat at the bake sales 
manning the table the entire time. 
The groups collaboratively raised 
$530 - more than half the cost of the 
hostel. 

The use of a college van was 
donated thanks to David Gingerella, 
and Public Safety. And the college 
covered the gas for the trip also, 
which helped to lower the cost for 
the students, but the students going 
each chipped in $40, and Professor 


Morse covered any extra costs of 


food. 

“| did this volunteering because 
it's the right thing to do. | am physi- 
cally, mentally, and emotionally 
able to give back to the communities 
affected by Hurricane Sandy, so 
why would I not do so?” said 
Sanchez 

On Sunday March 17 our physi- 
cal strength and endurance were 
tested when we volunteered in the 
coastline Red Hook area in 
Brooklyn, NY. This day we had 
signed up to help with the cleanup 
of one of the damaged houses 

We were told the owner of the 
house was elderly and had many 
health issues including Parkinson's, 


and needed help clearing the rest of 


the debris from the property 

The recessed first floor had 
already been stripped of its walls 
inside, but there was still some 
wood that needed to be cut up into 
manageable chunks and cleared 
from the property 

We donned our safety equip- 
ment, provided by the volunteer 
organization Red Hook Coalition; 
white suits, air masks and goggles, 
which was lent to us for protection 
from dust and mold, and_ started 
walking down the street joking 
about Ghostbusters - because in our 
outfits we felt like them 

By the end of the day we were 
all pretty tired but we took the time 
to go over to the shore and look at 
the Statue of Liberty. Some of the 


students like Robert Ewusi found 
that some of the best memories of 
the trip were being in New York 
and experiencing it first-hand. 

Ewusi said he enjoyed visiting 
Time Square the night before (after 
the work was done for the day, the 
group had gone on a short tour.) 
“So many lights all the time, so 
many people, it felt good. I don't 
think I've seen so many people in 
one place.” 

Ewusi said, “Going on this trip 
to NY and volunteering for this trip 
really made me feel good about 
myself. It gave me a humanitarian 
kind of feel, and a taste of exactly 
what it means to help out. The 
experience helped me to know 
what it means to help out and be a 
part of something - something big, 
bigger than yourself.” 

Kelsey Terry said, “It's very 
good to help out with the commu- 
nity and I would recommend to 
anyone to take the spare time to 
help out with disasters like this, 
because it's hard to believe how 
much damage and destruction one 
hurricane can do.” 

On our last day of the trip, and 
after two projects completed, we 
decided to take a final tour of the 
Far Rockaways before going 
home. It was there that we stepped 
out of the van and viewed the 
unbelievable sight of the devasta- 
tion still visible 5 months later. 

Looking through my camera 
with a long lens brought it right up 
close, and I could see kayaks 
crushed in the wreckage, personal 
belongings wrapped in garbage 
bags, and pieces of people's lives 
lost. The sad silence echoed in the 
icy wind was broken by the sound 
of ducks jumping in the water and 
paddling joyously around 

I saw it as a sign that life 
goes on. It may take time, 


tered shoreline, 


ife will retum to nor- 


mal. Everyone in our group 
was glad that we had a 
Chance to make a differ- 


ence. 
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NECC students Lilian Lima (left), Robert Ewusi, 
and Nairoby Sanchez work at a house in the 
coastal Red Hook area of Brooklyn, New York 
cleaning up debris taken from it. Safety equip- 
ment was worn to protect them from dust and 
mold. 


Some of the tasks during the cleanup were hard 
work, but NECC students Galvir Romero (left) 
and Jillian Horyn didn’t balk or slow down much 
during the day. Both are seen here sawing wood 
into smaller pieces so it can be disposed of. 


In addition to helping people with damaged 
homes, there is also environmental cleanup to 
be done. Above, NECC students Nairoby 
Sanchez (left) and Galvir Romero help with the 


cleanup of Idlewild Park in New York. 
photos by Michele Simon 


